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INTRODUCTION 

There  is  a  need  in  the  United  States  for  regional  planning.   The  vast  amount  of 
Federal  programs,  the  shift  and  constant  increase  in  population  calls  for  coordina- 
tion among  states,  counties,  cities,  and  districts.   This  coordination  is  finding 
its  form  in  regions. 

The  Federal  Government  is  encouraging  the  establishment  of  planning  regions.   Ef- 
ficient management  of  many  federal  programs  depends  in  large  measure  on  the  quality, 
comprehensiveness,  and  degree  of  coordination  of  physical,  economic,  and  human  re- 
sources planning  efforts.   The  multiplicity  of  unrelated  planning  jurisdictions 
and  activities  now  existing  under  various  federal  programs  inhibits  their  most 
effective  operation.   The  President  of  the  United  States  calls  for  procedures 
which  would  encourage  state  and  local  planning  agencies  to  v;ork  together  in  using 
common  or  consistent  planning  bases,  and  in  sharing  planning  facilities  and  re- 
sources, and  utilization  of  common  boundaries  for  planning  and  development  districts 
or  regions  assisted  by  the  Federal  Government  and  consistency  of  such  districts 
with  established  state  planning  and  development  districts  and  regions.-^ 

Recognizing  the  need  for  coordination  through  regional  planning,  the  following 
bibliography  was  developed  to  aid  the  Indiana  State  Planning  Agency  in  their  ini- 
tial research.   Because  this  bibliography  was  developed  for  a  particular  need, 
the  list  is  certainly  not  exhaustive  of  all  information  available  on  regional 
planning.   The  main  emphasis  is  on  materials  found  in  our  Planning  Library.   The 
case  studies,  particularly,  include  mainly  those  found  in  our  Division. 

The  significance  of  regional  planning  is  just  beginning  to  gain  v^;ide-spread  accept- 
ance in  our  country.  As  more  and  more  states  recognize  the  need  for  regional 
planning  districts,  the  wealth  of  information  will  grow.   This  bibliography,  there 
fore,  is  very  limited  in  time  and  place. 

Cynthia  F.  Stoots 
Indianapolis,  Indiana 
April  1968 
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